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Today’s 

agenda:

► Update on state 

budget and 
legislative activity

► Update on federal 

budget

► Advocacy efforts on 
Career and 

Technical Education



What is PPC?

• Statewide non-profit, non-partisan child advocacy 

organization based in Harrisburg

• Established in 1992

• Core policy areas: maternal and child health; early 

care and education; child welfare; K-12 education

• Funded primarily through foundations; no 

government funding

• State KIDS COUNT grantee – Annie E. Casey 

Foundation

https://datacenter.aecf.org/data?location=PA#PA/2/0/char/0




FY 2025-26 State 
Budget Toplines:

► Governor Shapiro’s proposed 2025-
26 budget totals $51.5 billion, a 
7.5% increase over last 
year’s budget. The proposal 
contains several bright spots like K-
12 funding, child care, and pre-k. 
However, this is tempered by level 
funding or minimal increases in 
areas like CTE, home visiting and 
HSSAP

► Currently 15 weeks into budget 
impasse

► Each chamber has passed at least 
one version of the General 
Appropriations Act: HB 1330 and SB 
160

► What happens during a budget 
impasse?



K-12
► Basic Education: proposed increase of more than 

$600 million: $526 million as the second 
adequacy investment via the Ready to Learn 
Block Grant and $75 million to be distributed 
through the Basic Education Funding Formula

► Career & Technical Education: proposed increase 
of $5.5 million through the CTE subsidy line

► School Nutrition: proposed increase of $10 
million to maintain universal free breakfast and 
expanded eligibility for free school lunch

► Mental Health: proposed increase of $111 million 
for school security and student mental health 
funding

Early Care and Education

► Important investments in child care ($55 million 
for workforce recruitment and retention 
initiative) and pre-k (increase of $17 million)

HR 1

► Impact on Medicaid resources for schools

► Overall strain placed on fiscal picture of the 
Commonwealth

Key 
Elements in 
FY 2025-26 
Budget



Federal Budget Update

► Government shutdown began at midnight on 
October 1, 2025

► US House narrowly passed a CR to fund the 
government through October. The same bill 
requires 60 votes and has failed in the Senate 
7 times

► RIF occurring during shutdown

► Executive Order to shut down the US 
Department of Education and that programs 
end any focus on DEI as a condition to receive 
federal funds

► USDOE already reeling from losing half of its 
workforce in March



Career & Technical Education 
Advocacy

A First Look – Statewide Data on Pennsylvania’s 

Career and Technical Education System (June 2025)

https://www.papartnerships.org/report/fact-sheet-a-first-look-statewide-data-on-pennsylvanias-career-and-technical-education-system-june-2025/
https://www.papartnerships.org/report/fact-sheet-a-first-look-statewide-data-on-pennsylvanias-career-and-technical-education-system-june-2025/
https://www.papartnerships.org/report/fact-sheet-a-first-look-statewide-data-on-pennsylvanias-career-and-technical-education-system-june-2025/
https://www.papartnerships.org/report/fact-sheet-a-first-look-statewide-data-on-pennsylvanias-career-and-technical-education-system-june-2025/








2025 

State 

of the 

Child

https://www.papartnerships.org/report/state-of-the-child-2025/
https://www.papartnerships.org/report/state-of-the-child-2025/
https://www.papartnerships.org/report/state-of-the-child-2025/
https://www.papartnerships.org/report/state-of-the-child-2025/


Berks 

County 

Profile

https://www.papartnerships.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/2025-Berks-County-State-of-the-Child.pdf
https://www.papartnerships.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/2025-Berks-County-State-of-the-Child.pdf
https://www.papartnerships.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/2025-Berks-County-State-of-the-Child.pdf


QUESTIONS?
Thank you!

https://www.papartnerships.org/

LinkedIn

kking@papartnerships.org / 
kbrillhart@papartnerships.org

https://www.papartnerships.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pennsylvania-partnerships-for-children
mailto:kking@papartnerships.org
mailto:kbrillhart@papartnerships.org
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